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“STRANGE
PILGRIMS”
When: Through Jan. 24
Where: Contemporary
Austin,Jones Center,
700 Congress Ave.
Contemporary Austin,
Laguna Gloria, 3809 W.
35th St.
Visual Arts Center, 2300
Trinity St., University of
Texas campus
Cost: $3-$5 admission
covers entrance to
both sites of the
Contemporary;UT’s
Visual Arts Center is free.
Information:
512-453-5312,
thecontemporaryaustin.
org
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two sites for the show,
which takes its name from
a collection of stories by
Gabriel Garcia Marquez.
Its downtown Jones Cen-
ter, its 14 acres of lakeside
grounds at Laguna Gloria
and the historic Driscoll
Villa there, and even the
historic gatehouse build-
ing at Laguna — all are uti-
lized to inventively dis-
play art.

And in a somewhat rare
collaboration between a
city-centered arts organi-
zation and the University
of Texas, nearly a third of
“Strange Pilgrims” is on
view at the University of
Texas’ Visual Arts Center.

More than 21/2 years in
the making, initiated as
soon as the Contempo-
rary came under the lead-
ership of director Lou-
is Grachos, “Strange Pil-
grims” feels a bit like a
declarative gesture — in a
good way.

Its focus on experien-
tial art keys off Austin’s
festival culture and the
city’s penchant for partic-
ipation — especially any-
thing outdoors — and sig-
nals the Contemporary’s
leadership has read Aus-
tin’s spirited personality
correctly.

The show is accompa-
nied by a suitably weighty

catalog with scholarly
essays.

Published by UT Press
and with essays by sever-
al UT scholars, it’s a sign
that the Contemporary
is serious about making
a lasting contribution to
the erudition surrounding
contemporary art.

In terms of local cultur-
al politics, there’s much
to be positively said about
the Contemporary’s
engagement with UT —
both the use of the Visual
Arts Center and the par-
ticipation of UT art schol-
ars.

But unfortunately,
in practical terms, the
on-campus Visual Arts
Center is hardly accessi-

ble for all but the most
intrepid off-campus art
fan. The center lacks eve-
ning and Sunday hours,
too, though it is open Sat-
urday afternoons. And
with so many of the exhib-
it’s most ambitious proj-
ects on view at the UT
center, one wonders
howmany will ultimately
experience the entirety of
this impressive experien-
tial show.

Inspired by Garcia Mar-
quez’s stories of travel-
ers and their journeys,
“Strange Pilgrims” asks
the public to make one of
their own.

Contact Jeanne Claire van
Ryzin at 512-445-3699.

Exhibit
continued from D1

Bruce Nauman’s“Green Light Corridor”evokes claustrophobia and anxiety. CONTRIBUTED BY

ERIKA BARAHONA EDE.

Austin-based photo collective Lakes Were Rivers created an installation called“Swan
Cycle”at the historic Driscoll Villa at the Contemporary Austin, Laguna Gloria. Part of the
“Strange Pilgrims”exhibit,“Swan Cycle”includes historical photos of Clara Driscoll and
her time at Laguna. CONTRIBUTED

Roger Hiorns’“A Retrospective View of the Pathway”is
activated once a week. CONTRIBUTED BY BRIAN FITZSIMMONS




