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Moki Cherry, Title Unknown (Dragon), 1975. Textile appliqué tapestry (silk, cotton, mixed
fabrics), 78 3/4 x 137 13/16 inches. Photo: Anders Sune Berg, Galleri Nicolai Wallner

The Contemporary Austin Presents
The Living Temple: The World of Moki Cherry

The largest US exhibition for the boundary-breaking artist
The Contemporary Austin - Jones Center
September 18, 2026 - January 17, 2027

(Austin, TX-July 31, 2026) - The Contemporary Austin is pleased

to announce The Living Temple: The World of Moki Cherry. Presented
across both floors of the museum’s downtown location the Jones
Center, this marks the largest exhibition in the United States to

date celebrating the boundary-breaking works of art by Moki Cherry
(b. 1943, Koler, Sweden; d. 2009, Tagarp, Sweden). Organized by
Ars Nova Warkshop, the Austin show follows a celebrated run in
Philadelphia at The Fabric Workshop and Museum.

Related programming will accompany the exhibition, including

a conversation between Maoki's granddaughter, multi-disciplinary
artist and musician Naima Nefertari (aka Karlsson) and Mexico City-
based pianist and composer Ana Ruiz, followed by a conversation
between Naima and celebrated filmmaker Ephraim Asili—featuring
a preview into Asili’s in-progress documentary Don and Moki:
Organic Music Society. Additionally, an ongoing series of Deep
Listening Sessions will be staged within the exhibition centered
on themed vinyl playlists inspired by Moki Cherry and the music
of her longtime partner and artistic collaborator, jazz musician
Don Cherry (1936-1995).
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“Home is stage, stage is home.” - Moki Cherry

For Moki, life was her canvas. From her background in fashion

and painting to her later collaborations across a range of media
with musicians and children, this exhibition showcases the breadth
of her artistic expression and the lived experiences that inspired
her artwork.

Dissolving the boundaries between home and stage, art and
everyday life, Moki developed an interdisciplinary practice while
living and working between Sweden and New York in the mid-
1960s. Together with her partner, legendary jazz musician Don
Cherry, they created immersive, joyful happenings under the
banners of “Movement Incorporated” and “Organic Music.” Their
collaborations entwined music, theater, performance, and visual
art in experimental ways, forging hybrid audiovisual spectacles
that challenged hierarchies in music and art, creating a total
experience that defied genre.

Alongside their young children, including Neneh and Eagle-Eye,
they often made their home on the road while traveling between
performances. Shaped by an itinerant life, Moki’s work drew
from global artistic traditions without being confined to a single
cultural lineage, and explored themes of ecology, spirituality,
feminism, and the home as both stage and subject.

Bringing together some of her most significant artworks in a

range of media, including painting, ceramics, textiles, film, and
documentation of performances and workshops, the exhibition will
also include a trove of rare archival ephemera and an excerpt from
Ephraim Asili’s forthcoming film Don & Moki: Organic Music Society.

The Living Temple: The World of Moki Cherry surveys how Maoki’'s radical,
genre-defying vision proposed new models for creating, learning,
and collaboration that continue to resonate today.

“I'am thrilled to bring this incredibly rich and important exhibition
to Austin,” says sharon maidenberg, Ernest and Sarah Butler
Executive Director and CEQ, The Contemporary Austin. “The proj-
ect brings together so many cultural nodes across music, history,
performance, and visual arts — it's a project we believe will deeply
resonate with the local community as well as visitors to our city.”

JONES CENTER LAGUNA GLORIA
700 Congress Avenue, Austin TX 78701 3809 West 35th Street, Austin, TX 78703
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“It has been an honor and an inspiration to work with the Estate
of Moki Cherry and Ars Nova Workshop to bring Moki’s world to
Austin,” comments Alex Klein, The Contemporary’s Deborah Dupré
Head Curator and Director of Curatorial Affairs. “Her practice offers
a radically inclusive vision for the arts and society that is nonhier-
archical, interdisciplinary, participatory, and collaborative.”

The Living Temple: The World of Moki Cherry is organized by Ars Nova
Workshop, Philadelphia in partnership with The Fabric Waorkshop
and Museum, Philadelphia. The exhibition is curated by Mark
Christman, Executive and Artistic Director, Ars Nova Workshop.
The presentation at The Contemporary Austin is organized by
Alex Klein, Deborah Dupré Head Curator & Director of Curatorial
Affairs, with assistance from Julie Le, Assistant Curator.

OPENING WEEKEND PROGRAMMING

The Living Temple: The World of Moki Cherry — Opening Reception
with D] sets by filmmaker Ephraim Asili

September 18 (Fri) | 6:30-9:30P

The Contemporary Austin - Jones Center

In Conversation and Piano Duet:

Ephraim Asili, Naima Nefertari, & Ana Ruiz
September 19 (Sat) | 2-4P

The Contemporary Austin - Jones Center

Austin Museum Day

September 20 (Sun) | 12-6P

The Contemporary Austin - Jones Center
Visit our Events page for more details.

CONCURRENTLY ON VIEW AT THE CONTEMPORARY

HOST: Laura Lit - Debut museum exhibition by Austin-based artist
Laura Lit, featuring new outdoor works at the Betty and Edward
Marcus Sculpture Park at Laguna Gloria, and a suite of drawings
presented at the Jones Center location.

Laguna Gloria: April 23, 2026 - January 17, 2027

Jones Center: September 18, 2026 - January 17, 2027

JONES CENTER LAGUNA GLORIA
700 Congress Avenue, Austin TX 78701 3809 West 35th Street, Austin, TX 78703
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ABOUT MOKI CHERRY

Moki Cherry (1943-2009) was a Swedish artist and designer
who lived and worked in New York and Tagarp, Sweden. Her
multidisciplinary practice spanned tapestry, painting, music,
clothing, collage, sculpture, and ceramics. Born Monica Karlsson
in Koler, Sweden, Moki moved to Stockholm in 1962 to study
fashion design and drawing, but life redirected her career
towards a broader creative practice integrating painting, tapestry,
costume, set design, and collaborations with her partner, jazz
musician Don Cherry (1936-1995).

Moki’s artworks incorporate functional materials and traditional
crafts, seen in her textile appliqué pieces, woodcarvings, paintings,
furniture, and ceramics. Exploring themes of ecology, spiritual

and environmental awareness, caregiving, and the home, she
envisioned her art as a haolistic way of life she described as

“home as stage, stage as home.” Her interdisciplinary practice
reached audiences through performances, workshops, schoals,
galleries, and even in her own home.

In 1963, Moki met Don Cherry in Stockholm during his tour with
Sonny Rollins. Over the next two decades, they lived between
Sweden and New York, raising their children and collaborating on
projects such as Organic Music Theatre. In 1970, they purchased
a former schoolhouse in Tagarp, Sweden, which became a base
for their semi-nomadic lifestyle. This space served as a creative
and educational hub for their family, friends, artists, and musicians
alike, embodying Moki’s belief in art as a shared lived experience.
Over a career spanning four decades, Moki Cherry exhibited her
work while dividing her time between Sweden and New York until
her death in 2009.

ABOUT EPHRAIM ASILI

Ephraim Asili is an African American filmmaker, educator, and D]
whose work explores the African diaspora as a cultural force. His
2020 feature debut The Inheritance premiered at TIFF, won the Grand
Prize at Cinéma du Réel, and was the subject of an exhibition at the
Whitney Museum, where it's now part of the permanent collection.
Asili is a Guggenheim Fellow, Harvard Radcliffe Fellow, and 2025
USA Artist Fellow, and is currently completing his second feature,
Don & Moki: Organic Music Society, a hybrid essay/documentary on

JONES CENTER LAGUNA GLORIA
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the collaborative practice of Don Cherry and Maoki Cherry. Clips from
this in-progress documentary will be featured in the exhibition The
Living Temple: The World of Moki Cherry.

As a D) for over 20 years, Asili has built a global reputation for
his all-vinyl sets spanning Funk, Disco, House, Afro Latin, and
Rare Groove, and has performed at venues including the Whitney
Museum, Amant Foundation, and Basilica Hudson’s “24-Hour
Drone Fest.”

ABOUT THE CONTEMPORARY AUSTIN

As Austin’s only museum solely focused on contemporary artists
and their work, The Contemporary Austin presents exhibitions,
educational programs, and events that spark conversations and
fuel the city’s creative spirit. With artist-focused exhibitions and
collaborations, the museum invites exploration at both its urban
and natural settings.

The Jones Center (700 Congress Avenue) is a historic building
located just blocks away from the Texas State Capitol with two
floors of exhibition space and the Moody Rooftop. Through the
ongoing mural program and Jim Hodges’ With Liberty and Justice For
All (A Work in Progress), the building’s facade has been transformed
into a highly visible public art experience in the heart of downtown.

Laguna Gloria (3809 West 35th Street) is a 14-acre lakeside
campus that includes the historic Driscoll Villa, The Art School

at The Contemporary, and the Betty and Edward Marcus Sculpture
Park, featuring a growing program of commissions, temporary
projects, and a permanent collection of outdoor sculptures by
artists Ai Weiwei, Terry Allen, Carol Bove, Sarah Crowner, Tom
Friedman, Anya Gallaccio, Ryan Gander, Liam Gillick, Nancy Holt,
Teresa Hubbard / Alexander Birchler, Paul McCarthy, Wangechi
Mutu, Clare Rojas, Tom Sachs, Monika Sosnowska, Jessica Stock-
holder, SUPERFLEX, Marianne Vitale, and Ursula von Rydingsvard.
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